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Freedom After Failure:

Lessons from a Broken King
SUNDAY, JANUARY 5, 2025

David’s Rise:
(1 Samuel 16 - 2 Samuel 10)
Eager Holy Warrior
Marries Honorably
Protects Saul’s Life
Decisive
Prayers Effective
Fearless When Outnumbered
Attracts Thousands of Followers

David’s Fall:
(2 Samuel 11-20)
Remains in Palace
Adultery with Bathsheba
Plots Uriah’s Death
Indecisive
Prayers Ineffective
Fearfully Takes a Census
Loses Thousands of Followers

Source: ESV Study Bible

Note:

We make small ______________ of ___________________

In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David sent Joab out 
with the king’s men and the whole Israelite army. They destroyed the 
Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David remained in Jerusalem.    

2 Samuel 11:1 (NIV)

When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For God 
cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; but each one is 
tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed.  

Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when 
it is full-grown, gives birth to death.   

James 1:13-15 (NIV)

Our _______________ remain until there is _____________

One evening David got up from his bed and walked around on the roof 
of the palace. From the roof he saw a woman bathing. The woman was 
very beautiful, and David sent someone to find out about her. The man 
said, “Isn’t this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah 
the Hittite?” Then David sent messengers to get her. She came to him, 



and he slept with her. (She had purified herself from her uncleanness.) 
Then she went back home. The woman conceived and sent 

word to David, saying, “I am pregnant.”
2 Samuel 11:2-5 (NIV)

“Sin doesn’t ______________ what’s in ____________ of you,

it ________________ everything it ______________.”

— Matt Chandler

We begin to ___________________ our __________________

So David sent this word to Joab: “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” 
And Joab sent him to David.  

2 Samuel 11:6 (NIV)

Note:

Examples?

•	

•	

•	

•	

•	

Our ______ drives our _________________

In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it with Uriah.
2 Samuel 11:14 (NIV)

There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death.  
Proverbs 14:12 (NIV)

“Sin will take you ______________ than you want to _____, keep you 

_____________ than you want to ___________, and most cost you 

___________ than you want to ______.”

— Francis Chan

We find ourselves ___________ from ______

When Uriah’s wife heard that her husband was dead, she mourned for 
him. After the time of mourning was over, David had her brought to 

his house, and she became his wife and bore him a son. But the thing 
David had done displeased the LORD.    

2 Samuel 11:26-27 (NIV)

“The greatest of all insights is that we cannot _____  _______________ 

what we do not _____  ____________.” 

— John Maxwell
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